NOVEMBER 18, 2021

Grand Opening: The
Fox Nature Preserve

WORKING TOGETHER TO RESTORE
WILDLIFE HABITAT IN OTTAWA COUNTY

Together with Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, Partners for Fish and Wildlife, and
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Friends of Ottawa National Wildlife
Refuge has restored the agricultural portions of the Fox Nature Preserve to native
habitat types based on elevations, soils, and US Fish and Wildlife Service Habitat
Management plans. The restoration involved planting 19 acres of grassland prairie
habitats and planting 11 acres of trees to supplement the existing 8 acre woodlot.

The prairie habitat was planted in 2019 with additional seeding by the Partners for
Fish & Wildlife Program. The seed mix created by Ohio Prairie Nursery featured
plants that will thrive in a moist woodland edge habitat while providing food for
pollinators and songbirds. Dominant plants included in the mix are:

Nodding Wild Rye & Virginia Wild Rye (49%)

Side-oats Grama (10%)

Partridge Pea (9%)

Purple Coneflower (4%)

Riverbank Wild Rye (3%)

Other forbs included: Ox Eye Sunflower, Indian Blanket, Broom Sedge, Dense
Blazingstar, Common Milkweed, and many more to provide diversity to support
wildlife communities.

HOW THE PRESERVE
CAME TO BE

Friends of Ottawa
National Wildlife Refuge

14000 W. State Route 2
Oak Harbor, OH 43449
www.friendsofottawanwr.org



SPECIAL REPORT

The Friends worked with a subcontractor to plant bareroot tree
seedlings in the spring of 2021 and 1-5 gallon container trees this
fall. Species planted include:

Bur Oak, White Oak & Northern Red Oak (30%)

Bitternut Hickory & Shagbark Hickory (20%)

Black Walnut (10%)

American Basswood (10%)
The remainder of the trees planted included American Hornbeam,
Hackberry, Slippery Elm, Pawpaw, Eastern Hophornbeam, American
Beech, and Black Cherry.

The grassland restoration & reforestation project are designed to
mimic pre-settlement Great Black Swamp conditions. The area was a

priority project for wildlife habitat restoration because of its location
in the Maumee Area of Concern. The restoration work was financed
in part by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. EPA
with funding from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.
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Above: Barbara Ann Fox, daughter Bethany Kalina &
son-in-law Curtis were the first to take a hike on the
mowed grass trail through the prairie.

Left: A Great Horned Owl on an oak branch in the woods

Below: Trees ready to plant at the Fox Nature Preserve
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